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The objective of the workshop was to illustrate how material collected by Mass Observation over the years has been reused in academic and public spheres. The original phase of Mass Observation collected material primarily for its own research output, resulting in several publications, journal articles and radio broadcasts by MO ‘personnel’ between the late 1930s and the early 1950s. 
The material amassed by Mass Observation over these years was eventually brought to the University of Sussex in the early 1970s and opened up as a publicly accessible archive. Over the last 4 decades, the Archive has been used by a diverse range of researchers including academics, journalists, authors and playwrights. All of this research has been a re-use of the original data collected for the original Mass Observation organisation’s own objectives.  

The establishment of the Mass Observation Project in 1981 has resulted in a new phase of collection. Over the last 28 years, over 3000 people have contributed as part of the national panel of volunteer writers established to record aspects of everyday life in the form of responses to qualitative questionnaires. Unlike the original phase of MO, the material collected as part of this project is not collected for analysis by Mass Observation itself, but as a data resource for other researchers. Although a reasearcher may collaborate with the Archive to commission a directive, they have no exclusive access to the results, and it may be entirely possible that a different researcher will use the data first for a different purpose. As a result the concept of re-use of data is an interesting one – at what point is the first use, and does further research constitute re-use, or simply different use of the original data?
In order to examine these concepts, various examples of Mass Observation material covering different themes from both phases were displayed, along with results of the original use and subsequent re-use of the information collected:
Diaries:

· Nella Last Diary extract (original MO data gathering)
· MO File report 689: May 1941 – Diary comparisons (original MO analysis of data)

· MO File Report 619: March 1941 – Diary extracts on the end of the War (original MO analysis of data )
· Broad, R & Fleming, S (eds): Nella Last's War, Falling Wall Press 1981, Sphere paperback 1982, Profile Books, 2006 (commercial publication of edited diaries) 
· Housewife 49  [DVD] [2006]  (TV screen adaptation by Victoria Wood of published diary)
Race:

· MOA Directive June 1939: Race & class (original MO data gathering)
· MO File Report 566: February 1941 – Public opinion about the French (original MO analysis of data)

· MOP directive Summer 2000: Coming to Britain (original MO data gathering)
· Kushner, T. We Europeans?: Mass Observation, 'Race' and British Identity in the Twentieth Century (Studies in European Cultural Transmission), Ashgate, 2004 (using both of the above collections)
Public Libraries:

· Air Raids Box 5 (original MO data gathering)

· MO File Report 46: March 1940 – Book Reading in Wartime (original MO analysis of data)

· MO File Report 96: May 1940 – Children’s reading at Fulham Library (original MO analysis of data)

· MOP directive Summer 1999: The Public Library (original MO data gathering- collaboration with Alistair Black)

· Black, A & Crann, M “In the public eye: a mass observation of the public library” in Journal of Librarianship and Information Science 3 (3), 2002 

Having an Affair: 
· MOA Topic Collection: Sexual behaviour 1939-1950(original MO data gathering & analysis)

· MOP directive, Spring 1998:  Having an affair (original MO data gathering- collaboration with Kaeren Harrison)

· Harrison, K. "The role of female friends in the management of affairs" in The State of Affairs: explorations in infidelity and commitment, eds Jean Duncombe, Kaeren Harrison, Graham Allen and Dennis Marsden, Lawrence Erlbaum, 2004

· Langhamer, C. “Adultery in Post-war England” in History Workshop Journal .Issue 62, Autumn 2006 
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