NATIONAL CENTRE FOR RESEARCH METHODS FIFTH CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR NETWORKS FOR METHODOLOGICAL INNOVATION 
1
Introduction

1.1 
The National Centre for Research Methods (NCRM) aims to stimulate imaginative developments in methods and to be responsive to new methodologically-related needs and opportunities as they arise within the social science community. Its overall mission  is to provide a strategic focal point for the identification, development and delivery of an integrated national research and training programme aimed at promoting a step change in the quality and range of methodological skills and techniques used by the UK social science community.  Information about the Centre’s activities can be found at www.ncrm.ac.uk
1.2 
As a complement to its longer-term research programme, the Centre commissions an annual series of network-based events focusing on research methods.  The aim of the scheme is to enable networks of researchers to meet in order to stimulate debate and develop ideas (with associated outputs) in relation to methodological innovation.  The scheme allows a series of events and related activities to be undertaken over a period of one year.  NCRM will normally fund two projects per year, with a maximum budget of £24,000 per project. During the first two years, the focus of projects were comparative research (2005) and the integration of theory and methods (2006). In year three there was an open call for applications and last year the focus was on methodological topics arising from NCRMs Research Needs Assessment (2006).  For details of funded projects over the last four years see:


http://www.ncrm.ac.uk/research/other/NMI/
2. 
Focus of the call in 2008/9
2.1 
This year the call is open and proposals are invited for a series of network-based events on any methodological topic.  Suggested topics are:

· Interdisciplinary working - the methodological issues emerging from different social science disciplines or from social science and other disciplines working together;
· Mixed methods and data integration - data collection or analysis issues relating to combining qualitative and quantitative methods or different types of qualitative or quantitative methods; 
· New forms of data and/or data collection – the methodological issues arising from the availability of new forms of data, such as administrative and transactional data, or in making use of developing technologies for collecting data; 
· Research evidence for policy – the methodological issues that emerge in evaluating the effects of policy interventions. 
2.3 
Applications are invited from social scientists from any social science discipline.

3. 
Scope of NCRM Networks for Methodological Innovation
3.1 
Network projects are expected to engage in one of two types of activities: 

· catalysing activities: stimulating research and promoting debate on new methodological challenges in specific methodological areas of interest

· synthesising activities: reviewing developments within a specific methodological field and/or identifying commonalities between different fields.

3.2 
It is expected that network projects will be largely event-based. This might include any, or all, of the following:

· small expert workshops between network members designed to facilitate intensive research interaction;

· opening and closing meetings open to wider audiences;

· visits by junior researchers to other network members and their international visitors;

· specialist ICT fora for exchange of information between network members;

· related training events, including both those targeted at network members and those targeted at wider audiences as part of a network’s dissemination strategy.

3.3 
In line with the Centre’s broader remit, the proposed series of events should contribute to the envisaged step change in the quality and range of methodological skills and techniques used by the UK social science community. They should be orientated towards stimulating new ideas and improving understanding of methods and of the connections between methods and disciplines.  
3.4
It is expected that series of events will be network-based as opposed to institutionally-based, usually develop out of existing networks of researchers from across the UK social science community rather than teams of researchers based at single institutions. Networks should, where relevant, include non-academic researchers as well as potential users of research. Where appropriate, the planned events should be open to interested and suitably experienced participants outside of the network.
3.5 
Where possible, proposals should include plans for the active participation of international visitors, usually experts in the relevant field, thus facilitating networking between UK social scientists and their counterpart communities overseas and raising the profile of UK social science methodology among the international research community.

3.6 
Proposals should be characterised by a common focus on method rather than discipline.  This may be reflected in the interdisciplinary composition of networks and/or in the demonstration of transferability to other disciplines or substantive contexts.
3.7 
Proposals may have the potential for subsequent development into a full grant 
proposal, playing a pump-priming role for more developed research grant applications, 
and providing pointers to further research agendas that potentially could be met through 
ESRC funding.

3.8 
Proposals should include training and capacity building amongst other expected outputs, and should include plans for imaginative forms of dissemination beyond the immediate network. 
3.9
Networks will be expected to produce a range of outputs.  Applicants are encouraged to consider undertaking a methodological review paper to form part of NCRM’s methodological review series (see http://www.ncrm.ac.uk/research/other/method/).
These papers provide a detailed review of specific methods and can be up to 10,000 words in length. They are made available from the NCRM website for downloading but remain the property of the author and may, if this is acceptable to the journal in question, also be published elsewhere.   
3.10
Details of expected outputs, such as methodological review papers, reports on expert meetings, training materials and bibliographies should be provided in proposals.   Networks will also be expected to provide details of their project for the NCRM website and to provide slides from presentations which will be archived there.  A final report detailing the contribution of the network to the broader NCRM remit will be required.
4. 
Organisation 
4.1 
Funding of up to a maximum of £24,000 per series is available to cover:

· travel and subsistence costs of core UK-based network members (up to a suggested maximum of 20);

· travel and subsistence costs for international visitors;
· travel and subsistence costs and fees for guest speakers;

· subsistence costs of additional participants at open meetings (up to a suggested maximum of 20 additional participants per event, i.e. 40 participants in total);
· subsistence costs of non-network members at dissemination and training events;

· travel and subsistence for UK-based junior researchers associated with a network (e.g. PhD students; junior research staff) to other institutions in the network;

· room hire for project events;
4.2 
Funding arrangements are being finalized with the ESRC and there may be some variation to the above.

4.3
Applicants have flexibility in decidedly precisely how they wish to allocate these funds across their proposed series. Please note that funding is not available to cover staff time (this includes academic and administrative staff time).  This scheme does not attract FEC.
4.4
Each series of events will be expected to run over a maximum period of twelve months from April 2009-March 2010. 


4.5 
The scientific content and planning of events will be the responsibility of each successful network. The Hub will liaise with the project lead in relation to the programme of events in order to facilitate collaboration between the Centre and the network. Administrative staff at the Hub can provide advice on organizational aspects of a project such as booking of venues and publicity.  
4.6
NCRM has a remit to ensure the involvement in its activities of social scientists from across the different regions and countries of the UK. It is important that applicants take this into account in their proposals. Consideration should be given to this in the planning of any open meetings. Applicants might like to consider the use of access grid technologies to widen the scope of their potential network membership. Applicants may also wish to consider the use of ESRC Regional Training Centres as venues for their events.  See http://www.rdi.ac.uk/links.asp for details.
5. Application process
5.1 
Application forms are available from the NCRM website (http://www.ncrm.ac.uk).  The original application plus six copies should be sent to arrive by the closing date of Friday June 20th, 2008 to: 
The Administrator, 
The National Centre for Research Methods, 
School of Social Sciences, 
University of Southampton, 
Highfield, 
Southampton. SO17 1BJ.  
An electronic version of the application should also be sent as an email attachment to D.E.Hunter@soton.ac.uk  to arrive by midday on Friday, June 20th, 2008.  Please note that emailing an application will not be accepted as a substitute to submitting in time for the deadline. Applications postmarked after June 20th 2008 will not be accepted. 

5.2 
Applications will be peer reviewed.  They will be assessed by the NCRM Hub Management Group in conjunction with the NCRM Advisory Committee. Full membership of the Committee is available on the NCRM website at:
http://www.ncrm.ac.uk/about/organisation/Advisory/ Decisions will be announced in December 2008.

5.3 
Awards under this scheme will be made directly by the National Centre for Research 
Methods on behalf of the ESRC. Contractual arrangements will therefore be between the 
University of Southampton (as represented by NCRM) and the grantholder’s institution, 
and will be issued in line with the standard terms and conditions of the ESRC, to whom 
the NCRM is accountable. 

6. Further queries
Please address any further queries to Rose Wiles at the NCRM. Contact details: r.a.wiles@soton.ac.uk.
