Participatory Video National Research Network

Network Launch Conference

July 2nd 2007 9.30 -16.00

The Old Lecture Theatre, The Open University

Walton Hall, Milton Keynes MK7 6AA

Background

The Participatory Video National Research Network aims to stimulate the use of participatory video (PV) methodology within the research of the UK social science community.   Over the next year, the Network will work to develop a research and capacity-building agenda for the enhanced use of this methodology, through a series of public events and training workshops.  As a result of this, the network will develop and test a training curriculum for the use of PV in academic research that will complement existing training for practice, and academic-based training in general research methods.  
Speakers and facilitators

Sian Aggett - IDS
Rana Ghose - IDS
Rick Goldsmith - Catcher Media
Chris High - OU
Chris Seeley - University of Bath
Rupesh Shah - University of Bath
Outline programme

9 30
Coffee and introductions

10 30
Introducing the National Network

11 00
Rana Ghose –Digital Video in an Academic Context: Representation, Reflexivity and Reconsideration
12 00
Lunch

13 00
Workshops

14 00
Sian Aggett – The Flexible Facilitator: adjusting to multiple needs
15 00 
Discussion and action planning

16 00
Finish

Please fill in the Registration Form below.  For more information about the Network, please contact Chris High on C.High@open.ac.uk

Registration Form
Please fill this in and return it to c.high@open.ac.uk
Full Name:

Title: Professor/Doctor/Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other

Institution:

Occupation:

Email address:

Contact phone number: 

How would you like to use participatory video in research?

Please note that places at this Conference will be allocated on a first/come first served basis, up until Monday 25th June.

Practical information

How to get there:

http://www3.open.ac.uk/contact/locations.aspx
This site gives information about where Walton Hall is, and how to get there.  Note that besides the train, you can also travel to Milton Keynes by coach, getting off at Milton Keynes Coachway.

Paying for travel:

Note that while the Conference itself is free, you will need to pay your own travel expenses.  It may be possible to provide a contribution to the travel expenses of PhD students and early career researchers – please contact Chris High on c.high@open.ac.uk for details.
More about the speakers
Sian Aggett completed a degree in Biology with media studies in 2000, and after a brief spell working in informal education and public engagement in science at London’s Science and Natural History Museum, , went back to academia through an MSc in sustainable development at Royal Holloway.  She has used PV extensively in her action research on emancipation with Honduran women, developing a unique perspective on the use of this new medium by a group that has typically been excluded from using new technologies.

Rana Ghose is currently a doctoral research candidate at the Institute of Development Studies at the University of Sussex at Brighton.  After completing his graduate studies in economics, he began to use digital video as a complement to his own text-based research, which led to his teaching others how to use it in the same way. He has also freelanced as a photographer and filmmaker.  His current area of academic interest is the regulation of transgenics in agriculture, with a particular focus on India.
