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Workshop Session: Ethical issues in multimodal data collection

The aim of this workshop is to provide an opportunity for discussion on ethical issues and considerations in relation to multimodal data collection. Increasingly social researchers, especially qualitative researchers, are choosing to gather data of various kinds – photographs, video footage, audio recordings, digital data and documentary data, as well as textual data of various kinds (interview transcripts, fieldnotes). Multimodal data collection offers exciting opportunities for researchers to engage with research settings, as well as the possibilities of new analytical insights and representational forms. At the same time it raises a number of ethical challenges. These include;
· Issues of access and informed/active consent 
· Consent for different modalities
· Possibilities for and barriers to engagement and participation

· Information made available to participants before, during and following fieldwork

· Confidentiality and anonymity, particularly in relation to visual data
· On-going consent – especially over the longer term
· Issues of copyright, ownership and data protection

· Data archiving, sharing and re-use (including over time)

· The availability of data for secondary analysis

· Dissemination/Digital and online dissemination and communication

Workshop Format

1. In small groups – brainstorm and discuss the ethical issues and dilemmas of undertaking multimodal data collection, using the list above as a starting point. Consider the particular ethical challenges of collecting, analysing and representing data in more than one form.


Feedback to the workshop
2. Divide into three groups, each taking one of the following sets of ethical guidelines;
· British Sociological Association (page 2, no. 13- page 6, no. 41)
· British Educational Research Association (page 6, no. 10 - page 10, no. 29)
· Social Research Association (page 38, 4.7 – page 40 & checklist on page 52, (6) – 55.

Work through the guidelines, in the light of the discussion on the ethical issues of 
multimodal data collection. 


Key questions

· Do the guidelines acknowledge multimodality in data collection and representation?

· In what ways are the guidelines adequate / exemplary in addressing the ethical 
issues we have been discussing?

· How do the guidelines need to be improved, in relation to multimodality?
Each group to nominate someone to feed back to the workshop
3. Final discussion.

· Is it possible to overcome the ethical challenges of multimodal data collection? 
· Is it possible to have agreed, written ethical guidelines on multimodality? 
· How should we advise social researchers wanting to engage in, or experiment with, multimodal data collection?
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