Researching Space, Place, and Setting: Perspectives on Theory and Method
The claimed ‘spatial turn’ within the social sciences has seen the legacy of European thinkers such as Edmund Husserl, Alfred Schutz, and, more recently, Michel Foucault and Henri Lefebvre being of continued if not increased importance to sociological understandings of action, spatiality, setting, and social organisation. This paper considers contemporary developments in qualitative approaches to analysing social settings and spatiality in specific relation to the way in which perspectives associated with the USA, grounded in the work of Husserl and Schutz, have influenced contemporary qualitative research in Europe. It is suggested that the contribution of such research is in re-emphasising a focus upon everyday life, situated action, and the way in which people regularly make sense of, and organise, spatial matters. To illustrate this point, in addition to discussing contemporary qualitative research, this paper draws upon interview material which demonstrates forms of mundane spatial reasoning and what we may refer to as ‘common-sense topographies’.      
